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he has fravelled cround Europe. North
America and Asia fo compete agoinst
the best chess players in the world, been
entangled in an intematonally Covered love
triangle, and graced our felevision screens
as she stylishly worked the dance floor as O
grand finglist in Dancing With The Stars. AnG
she's only 19. Yet, after all she has achieved
and expenenced. it comes as no surprnse that
Arnanne Caoili speaks with a maturity beyond
her years
The number one
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ranked Women's chess
player in Austrolic aond fthe Phippines
WwWQas reigilively unknown outsige the chess

community unhl she became the youngest
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ine show, Caon has gone a ot 1o sexvup
the imoge of professional chess. The show

gubbed her "the Anng Koumikova |
chess world™ (oithough she has previously
said N interviews that she'd rother be
known as the Shorapoval. ond in the debut
episode infroduced her 1o the gudience as
the couse of g jealous browl between British
granamaster Donny Gormaly and Ammenion
Levon Aronian.

Confrovery followed her (o the end of the
reglity TV senes when judge, Todd Mch

occused her of lying ofter she said she never

had professionol dance fraining. On Channe!
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7's Sunrise interview soon after, Caoili told
hosts Mel and Kochie she felt like bursting
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McKenney. She said she
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McKenney's question and had inv everhad
ballet lessons when she was a young child

and four beginner salsa classes in the last
few yeors. Cooili made it fo the grand finals
although it was her fellow finalist AFL star
Anthony Koutoufides who walked away with
the giittering disco ball frophy.
when | spoke to Caoili during the first weeks
of the show. she admitted that one of the
challenges of being on Dancing With The
Stars was the difficulty in balancing chess,
studying. practicing and interviews. LUCKy for
her, Sydney Dance Company teacher and
Caoili's donce partner, Camelo Pizmino, was
very flexible with ther practice times.
“We're working very, very hard. We procfice
about five hours g day. You're always with
your partner - dancing. practicing. it's a hard
©b." Cooili said. “You're leoming basically
one dance in one week, which & reclly
difficult. so | hove o work pretty hard.”
e you enjoying if¢
she hesitated siightly before answering.
“Yeagh, it's been ¢ lot of fun.” Then odded as
an afferthought, “At nights friends say. ‘Do
you want 1o go out?’ and you want o but
YO0 a0 st wanino st down with g cup of
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coffee and relax.”

/9(1.9!, ?Kf’ one dance
“in one week, which
is really difficult,
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CAOILI wm bom in Manila to
her Australian mother and
She spent most of her :hlldhuod trnmllfng
between Ausiralia and the Philippines as her i ™
father worked for the government and she
become so used to moving around that now
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_ i etty hard.
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seems foreign o her. Once, when she was still l y: :

littie and visiting her father in the Fhiﬂpp&\es stm“‘;_wm .
for three months, she: ibwn n._l_"_' srer i

wahes Evem:me
usta diﬂerent t:ulhﬁe
of skin a littie bit, being this * «

of the house every night t
used to bmngmuneplnceﬁ:fﬁm
“| can't believe | did that," she laughs. “It

was pretty eccentric. Apparently that's what

| Bt to the Philippines -
| did. It's funny. It also showed maswmw an moving back i:hF“n |
| was.” | Bin a culture shock because the
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udde: stralion way of thinking.
--ldon'ttrunki'mthewpedr on fg ddenly got the Au
in one place for a long fime beca " when | went back [to the Phiippines] | wen!
have - really.” y to mﬁﬂ 'ih mmu and everyone Wwas 8
oo R RS A menting on my occent because they ol TN
when she first moved o A - runrﬂﬂ R # e 10 ;1
mm was I'.I-m - | 3k A I_'_,__ -'E ~ _#ﬂ_l .
culture. Caoili says | sdapt to 2 culture.”
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kids here very rough. ln “m-m aspects of the

boys very ﬂ!ﬂﬁ culh She says about
-~ | — I' ':". "nm‘t matter
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